
June, 2020 

Dear Music Ministers and Friends at All Saints: 

I hope this message finds you well.  It has been three months since our music ensembles have 

last met, or since most of us have been together in worship, and I want to take this opportunity to 

share with you a few thoughts as we begin to consider plans for the Fall.  Not being together in 

worship, music rehearsals, and in the many events that normally occur on the All Saints campus 

has been difficult, particularly for those that have participated in our numerous music ensembles, 

including the Parish Choir, Handbell Ensemble, St. Nicholas Choristers, and Guitar Ensemble.  

And what about All Saints’ concerts? We miss them, too! 

I want to take a few moments to begin to let you know where All Saints is in terms of its music 

ministry, and, later on in July, when we might have a better idea of what Fall will look like. The 

health of everyone is of paramount importance, and much seems to change rapidly.  Some of the 

questions we at All Saints, as well as church music ministries all over the world, are working to 

answer include: 

• What will choral singing look like when it returns? What kinds of changes will need to 

take place to insure people’s healthy and safety?  Are using masks and social distancing 

possible when rehearsing and singing in worship?  Does social distancing and not having 

‘snacks’ at rehearsals provide enough safety? 

• Will children’s choirs rehearse outside instead of indoors? If yes, will they be able to 

safely sing indoors during worship? 

• Are non-singing music ensembles like handbells going to return as normal? 

• Will hymn singing return to worship while congregants are wearing masks? 

• How will this affect our older, volunteer music ministers, particularly those over the age 

of 65 and with comprised immune systems?   Will they be able to participate in music 

ensembles? 

• Will concerts be live-streamed with very limited seating? When might they return? 

While Zoom, FaceTime, and GoogleMeets have provided ways for me to meet with the 

Choristers and maintain ties with other members at All Saints this April and May, these online 

apps don’t provide an opportunity to sing together and are limited, in my opinion, in offering 

excellent music-making and solid music instruction.  “Virtual choirs” that you’ve seen on social 

media require tremendous resources of time, technical expertise, editing, and equipment.  Such 

experiences don’t allow participants to be together, to experience and learn music and harmony 

together, to literally “be an ensemble,” which is at the very heart of any music-making group.   

Church leaders are working to discern a path forward.  There are currently studies going on—of 

particular note one at UC-Boulder--that is testing more definitively than ever the issues related to 

aerosol spray from singing.  The results of this study should be released in July, and provide 

choral directors with more concrete information regarding how easily the act of singing does or 

does not disperse airborne viruses. 



I want to provide each of you an opportunity to discuss any or all of these issues, share your 

thoughts, or just to say “hello.” I am inviting YOU—EVERYONE AT ALL SAINTS!-- to a 

scheduled Zoom meeting on Wednesday, June 17th at 07:00 PM.  The link is 

https://unf.zoom.us/j/4766152787  or simply type in the ID: 476 615 2787.  You don’t need to 

download the Zoom App.  Just go to ZOOM and “join” the meeting.  Stay as long or as briefly as 

you wish! This is for the entire All Saints family.  I would love to see your face and say hello.   

Blessings, 

Michael 

https://unf.zoom.us/j/4766152787

